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  Music from the Western Reserve to Present Joe Augustine Jazz Trio 

Music from the Western Reserve presents  another winning performance with  the Joe Augustine  Trio, on Sunday, April 10  at 5:00 pm at Christ Church Episcopal located at 21 Aurora Street, Hudson. Jazz pianist and Steinway Artist, Joe Augustine is on a life-long journey to nurture his own unique musical signature.  After more than 30 years at the keyboard, Augustine is a master at creating meticulous, distinctive arrangements so that his listeners hear the music in exciting new ways.

Whether playing classic standards or his own compositions, his inventive musical style has been described as accessible and engaging…lyrical, even playful.  The melody always remains solidly up front.  This fresh new sound lies somewhere between Oscar Peterson and Dave Grusin with a little Fats Waller stride style tossed in for good measure.

A national recording artist of long standing, Augustine’s latest and 13th CD Jazzscapes was inspired by paintings from the collection of the Butler Institute of American Art.  A synergy of art and jazz, visual art as inspiration for sonic art is the recording’s basic concept. Augustine draws on his own experience as pianist, composer and arranger to create just the right blend of melody, harmony and rhythm to render his musical masterpiece. 

Joining Joe are Dave Morgan, bass and Glenn Schaft, drums.  Dave Morgan, jazz bassist and composer, has performed with a wide variety of artists including Dizzy Gillespie, Joe Lovano, Arturo Sandoval, Cedar Walton, James Moody, Benny Golson, Larry Coryell, Mose Allison, Bob Brookmeyerrrrr, Bernadette Peters, Mandy Patinkin, Wesla Whitfield, Michael Feinstein, Bebe Neuwirth, and The Cleveland Orchestra. The Polish Philharmonic Orchestra recently recorded Morgan's “Reflections and Meditations,” which will be released in the spring of 2011.  Mr. Morgan's “Romance for Flute and Strings” and “Three Vignettes” for Alto Saxophone and Orchestra are also available on Centaur Records.  Morgan, Associate Professor of Jazz Studies and Double Bass  at Youngstown State University, is currently working on a composition for percussion ensemble  entitled “Forms of Things Unknown”  for the Youngstown Percussion Collective.

Glenn Schaft is Associate Professor and Director of Percussion Studies at Youngstown State University where he has served since 1996. He directs the YSU Percussion Ensemble, teaches private and group lessons, performs with the Faculty Jazz Group, serves as faculty advisor for the Youngstown Percussion Collective, and is founder of the SMARTS RHYTHMS Drum Circle Educational Outreach Program. Glenn hosted the 2006 PAS Ohio Day of Percussion and three Afro-Cuban Arts Festivals at YSU. He produced and performed on the recently released recording Dark Wood featuring the YSU Percussion Ensemble and the Youngstown Percussion Collective. He is an educational endorser with Avedis Zildjian, ProMark, Remo, and Black Swamp Percussion. He has performed and presented clinics and masterclasses throughout the United States and China. He is a member of the Percussive Arts Society and serves on the College Pedagogy Committee and the Drumset Educators Committee. He recently completed a sabbatical leave to begin writing a drumset book. 

Tickets can be purchased online at www.MFTWR.org Single tickets $15.00 can also be purchased  at The Learned Owl in Hudson or at the door concert night.  Students attend the concerts at no cost and may get tickets at the door. For more information on the 2010-2011 season, visit www.MFTWR.org.

##########

            Dave Morgan, Jazz Bassist
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Joe Augustine, piano
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