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Candice Lee performs with Kassaba in May during
a Music from the Western Reserve concert series.

here’s just something about
music.

Maybe its the mournful
sound that comes from the bow sliding
slowly across the cello. Or perhaps it’s the
sharp peppy bursts from a trumpet, or
the cascading tinkling sounds that come
from a piano.

No matter the instrument, Music from
the Western Reserve has been captivating
audiences for almost 25 years.

“This region is so rich in music and
musical talent,” says Alison Clegg, presi-
dent of the Music from the Western
Reserve board of trustees. “This is just
another venue to
Northeastern Ohio.”

With so many musical options, it
seemed only logical that a musical series
would take root in the area.
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The seeds of an idea for that series were
planted when John Perry, former general
manager of WKSU-FM, visited the music
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room at Stan Hywet Hall in the early
1980s. Perry, according to “Music from
the Western Reserve,” a book by Abe
Zaidan, was “immediately struck” by the
“beauty” and “atmospheric charm” of the
music room.

After pondering the idea, he broached
the subject of a musical series with mem-
bers of local music schools and universi
ties. He also spoke to Robert Henke, the
general manager of the Akron Sympho-
ny Orchestra; Lola Rothmann, concert
manager of the Tuesday Musical series;
and representatives of Stan Hywet and
WKSU.

While everyone was enthusiastic about
the idea, it wasn't until Lola Rothmann
suggested someone to head up the project
that things really started to take shape.

“I volunteered my husband,” Roth-
mann says smiling, adding her husband,
Bruce, a pediatric surgeon, was very sup-
portive of the musical arts.
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He did that at Blossom, too

work, the first concert of the Music From
Stan Hywet series the predecessor of
Music from the Western Reserve took
place Sept. 25, 1983

I'he early years saw The Cuyahoga Val
ley Arts
trio, The Kent State University (

and members of the Cleveland Orchestra

Ensemble, The Oberlin piano

horale

perform in the Music Room

‘It was easier in the earlier days to find
musicians,” says Henke, who has served
as treasurer of the board of trustees since
the group began. “Everyone is busier than
they ll\c'\i to be

I'hen, after 19

wear and tear on the
changes in the
Hywet
picking a new location

years, several factors
room and
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contributed to the necessity of
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